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BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.” 
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WE STERN AFRICA. 


SIERRA LEONE. 
Sir G. Collier’s Remarks on the climate. 


From a “ Second Annual Report up- 
on the Settlements on the Coast of Af- 
rica,” by Commodore Sir George R. 
Collier, recently laid before Parliament, 
we make the following extracts. 








The climate of Sierra Leone, is like all 
other tropical climates, divided into a sick- 
ly season, and one not positively so ; for it 
may be considered too much to spe: ak of 
Sierra Leone as ever absolutely healthful. 
Nevertheless, the month of December is 
here hailed with joy and delight by all clas- 
ses of population, whether Native or im- 
ported, and whether, whites or blacks. 

The mortality, on my last return to it, I 
found not by any means such as had been 
represented: and certainly not what, inthe 
same period, had been experienced at Ja- 
maica, in proportion to iis population. 


In reference to the mortality among 
the Americans who visited the Sherbro, 
Sir George remarks— 


From the extraordinary and lamentable 
mortality, which has attended these trans- 
atlantic settlers on the woody and swampy 
shores of the Sherbro, my argument may 
be, I think, fairly supported, that, as the 
land about Sierra Leone shall be cleared 
of a large“portion of its forest and under- 
wood, and of the mangrove which covers 
the neighbouring marshes and fosters the 
deadly miasma incidental to all tropical 
swamps, the Colony will then cease to bear 
the reproach which it does, of being the 
untimely grave of all European adven- 
turers. 

Indeed I believe, from the observations 
which I have made in other tropical cli- 
mates from the same cause, that there are. 
years, when, on a comparison, with respect 
to the relative numbers, a greater propor- 
tionate mortality will be found to have oc- 
curred at some of our oldest established tro- 
Pical colonies, than at our very infant one 
of Sierra Leone, with all its disadvanta- 
ges. 


After describing the rapid improve- 
ment of the colony he observes— 
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The manner in w hich the public Schools 
are here conducted reflects the greatest 
credit on those concerned in their prosperi- 
ty ; and the improvement made by the 
Scholars proves the aptitude of the Afri- 
can, if moderate pains be taken to instruct 
him. 

I have attended places of public worship 
in every quarter of the globe, and [ do most 
conscientiously declare, never did I witness 
the ceremonies of religion more piously 
performed, or more devoutly attended to, 
than in Sierra Leone. 


REGENT’S TOWN. 
(Sierra Leone.) 


Mr. Morgan’s Testimony to the character 
of the Christian .Vegroes. 


Scarcely an event occurs but what they 
notice as springing from the overruling 
providence of God. Taught of God, they 
mark the painful eyents of His Providence, 
as Children would mark the dealings of a 
Father. After the death of Mr. Cates, I 
have frequently heard their expressions ‘of 
sorrow for sin, and acknowledgments of 
God’s justice in punishing them. They 
have used such language as this:—* We 
have done something very bad—God is 
very angry: he is removing all our teach- 
ers—by and by nobody will be left to tell 
us good. We must pray, my dear brothers 
and sisters: we must look into our own 
hearts—some bad live there.” Similar oc- 
currences in England would have passed 
perhaps, unheeded by the greater part of 
professing christians. 

I was struck, during a fire which broke 
out in our house, with the sudden disap- 
pearance of the women, who, at the com- 
mencement, almost, filled the house. On 
inquiry, I found that they had retired to the 
Church, to offer up their prayers unto 
God. What but a divine influence could 
draw them to God in this trial, to ask His 
blessing on the exertions of those employ- 
ed? 

While we were replacing the books which 
had been scattered on the occasion, two of 
the girls came to us. I asked what was 
wanted: “ Nothing, -Massa,” was the re- 
ply ; but we come to tell you, God hear 
every time somebody go talk him.” « How, 


my child,” said I, “ do you know that God 
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hears His people when they pray?” She 
i * Massa! when fire come this morn- 
g, I sabby your house no burn too much. 
Eve ery morning I hear you and Mr. Cates, 
and you pray God keep this house, and all 
them girls and boys,what live here; and 
when fire come, Tsay to Sarah, ‘ah ! God 
leniy good: He hear what Massa say to 
Him: this morning: He no let this house 
burn too much.’” What a reproof did I 
feel this! I knew how often my heart was 
indifferent while [ asked for these mercies ; 
and I trust it made me more anxious to 
urge the duty of Family Prayer on others 
more earnestly. Soon alte’, the same girls 
mentioned their desire for ove of the elder 
irls to pray with the school children, be- 
fore they went to bed, and when they rose in 
the morning. 

The Christian Negroes show @ strong 
attachment tothe simplest tiews of reli- 
gion: f began some explantion, as plain 
as possible; im successive evenings, of the 
Lord’s Prayer. It pleased God graciously 
to bless these words to the people. They 
made the most practical use of them. A 
display of an unholy temper would receive 
a reproof—* If God your father, that no be 
like his child.” Some said that they need- 
ed, indeed, such a Father—others, such 
daily bread. Some thought God could not 
Be their Father, because ‘they did not feel 
sufficient desires that His Kingdom should 
come among their country people ; and 
others felt that they were rebellious chil- 
dren, for not dding His will on earth more, 
as it was done in heaven. Sonie wept to 
think how he delivered them from tempta- 
tion and evil: and all, | believe, burned 
with love, te ascribe to Him the Kingdom 
of His Love,the power of his spirit, and 
the glory of their salvation. I was obliged 
by the pressing requests of the people, to 
repeat these explanations four or five times; 
and resolved in future to know nothing and 
to speak of nothing among the Negroes, 
But the plainest words of the Redeemer.— 
How much better calculated His language 
is than any other to reach the heart, 





may be judged of by this instance, out of 


Many. 


Of the dociiity of the pious Negroes, 
Mr. Morgan gives the following striking 
Fustance. 

On the disbanding of the West India 
regiments sent to the Colony for that pur- 

se,a natural degree of ailectionate feel- 
mg was Cxcited in the breasts of the Ne- 


Western Africa. 
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groes to seethem. These regiments have 
been several years before, formed of libera- 
ted negroes ; and many of the people were 
expecting to find parents, brothers, and 
friends among them. The feelings o; 
glowing hope were strongly delineated j in 
almost every countenance. When, in the 
evening, intelligence arrived that on the 
following morming the troops would be 
permitted to land, after evening prayer jr 
becaiie’a matter of general conversation, 
Some’ were looking’ forward with hope; 
while their joy cast a cloud over the faces 
of others, whose friends had been murder- 
ect #n different skirmishes*when they them- 
selves were enslaved. In the morning at 
praver, the church was particularly full ; 
and afew words were spoken on the dan- 
ger to which a Christian was exposed when 
running into temptation, and some desire 
intimated that none would visit Freetown 
that day. I gave this intimation against 
my own feelings ; for I thought their wish- 
es laudable, though I feared the consequen- 

ces which might arise om gratifying them. 
In the course ‘of an hour after, an old faith- 
ful Christian came to tell me that his bro 
ther was come among the soldiers. “ Wel!” 
said I, “and you w ish to see hima 2” “Ves, 
Massa! I want to look him, but I no want 
to go to-day.” * Well,” F replied, “I want 
to send to Freetown: if you can find an- 
other communicant, who wishes to go and 
see the soldiers, I will send you down.” 
After a search of near two hours, he re- 
turned with “ Well, Massa, me no see that 
one what want to go: all thepypeople what 
belong to Church think ’tis ne good for 
them to run where God Say temptation 
live.’ Two days elapsed before this 
fellow, whose heart was full of affection tc 
his brother, went to Freetowr to see him. 
I singled him out as a fit object of reward; 
and having mentioned the subject to the 
Governour, that father of the liberated ne- 
groes, anticipating my request, promised, 
and kept his promise, that the brothers 
should have the privilege of living to- 
gether. 

I know of many similar instances, but 
this one struck me much. [ thought 
it an example worthy of imitation ; and 
was fully convinced, that while I had 
known the Gospel longer, I had obeyed it 
less. 

How eminently, indeed, the influence of 
Religion is displayed in the conduct of thes? 
people, none can well conceive who have 
not been eye- witnesses. 
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FRANCE. 
THE MOUNTAINEERS OF ST —— 


Chateau de Bellevue, pres Paris, 
July ist, 1321. 
Dear Sir,—The circumstances which [ 
have sumply and faithfully marrated, hap- 
pened to one of my intimate friends re- 
sident in Paris. I have thought it not un- 
interesting to your readers to know, that 
while the Pagan world is prepared to re- 
ceive the Gospel, God, without any visible 
agency, is also disposing the Continent of 
Europe, and especially this once enlighten- 
ed country, to welcome the free and faithful 
proclamation of his grace. I could record 
similar facts in the Departments du Nord, 
pas de Calis, Vaucluse, and Pyrennees, &c. 
Yours, most truly, 
Marx WILks. 


M. , a merchant at the head of 
ne of the first commercial houses in 
Paris, had lately occasion to visit the 
nanufactories established in the moun- 
ainous tracts of the Departments of the 
sire and of the Puy de Dome. The road 
hat conducted him back to Lyons tra- 
ersed a country rich in natural produc- 
ions, and glowing with all the charms 
bff an advanced and promising Spring. 
The nearer view was unusually diversi- 
ed; not only by the fantastic forms of 
Bnountains, the uncertain course of small 
nd tributary streams, and the varying 
tues of fields of pasture, corn, vines, and 
egetables; but by the combimations and 
ontrasts of nature and of art, and the 
ccupations of rural and commercial in- 
ustry. Factories and furnaces were seen 
ising amidst barns and bergeries—peas- 
nts were digging and ploughs gliding 
midst forges ‘and founderies of fire-arms— 
erdant slopes and graceful clumps were 
attered amidst the black and ugly mouths 
‘exhausted coal-pits, and the gentle mur- 
w of the rill was subdued by the lond rat- 
e ofthe loom. Sometimes M. , and 
is friend, halted amidst all that is delight- 
land soothing ; and, after a short ad- 
ance, found themselves amidst barreness, 
lormity, and confusion. The remoter 
enery was not less impressive. Behind 
iém were the ragged mountains of Puy de 
ome; the lofty T'avare lifted its majestic 
-ad beside them, and far before, appeared 
ie briliant sammit‘of Mont Blanc. 

Though engaged in great mercantile 
Nerprises, and returning from a_ visit 

nich was to give emplovment io hun- 

eds of families in the districts he was 

out to quit, M. ——— felt powerfully 
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the effects of the objects that pressed upon 
his sight; his thoughts were abstracted 
from the immediate end of his journey, 
and he was insensibly disposed for serious 
contemplation and religious sentiment. 

In this state of mind he arrived at the 
skirts of a bamlet, placed on the declivity 
of a mountain; and being desirous of find- 
ing a shorter and more retired track, he 
stopped at a little house to inquire the way, 
From the windows, several females were 
watching the movements of a litle child ; 
and, just as M. - enquired for a ro 1d 





across the mountains, the infant was in 
danger of being crushed by a coal-cart 


which had entered the street. The ories 
and alarms of the females were met by the 
activity of the travellers, and the compan- 
ion of M. set off to snatch the infant 
from danger, and place him in security. An 
elderly female, {rom the second story, gave 
M. , who was still on his horse, the 
directions he desired; and, the same 
time, expressed her uneasiness that the gen- 
tleman should have bad the trouble to seek 
the child. “ Madam, {interrupted M. 
-) My friend is only performing his 
duty: we oughtto do to another as we 
would that another should do to us ; and, 
in this wretched world, we are bound to as- 
sist each other. You are kind enough to ’ 
direct us travellers in the right road, and 
surely the least we can do is to rescue 
your child from danger. The Holy scrip- 
tures teach us these duties, and the Gospel 
presents us the example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, when we were in ignorance 
and danger, came to our world to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” “Ah! Sir, 
(replied the good woman,) you are very 
condescending and what you say is very 
true ; but your language surprises me : it is 
so many yearssince in this village we have 
heard such truths, and especially from the 
lips of a stranger.” “ Madam, (resumed 
M. — - - ,) we are all strangers here, and 
sojourners bound to eternity: there is but 
one road, one guide, one Saviour, who can 
conduct us safely ; if we feel this, young or 
old, rich or poor, we are all one in Christ ; 
and, however scattered on earth, shail al} 
arrive at the heavenly city, to which he is 
gone to prepare mansions for us.” “ These 
doctrines, Sir, (exclaimed the female,) sup- 
port the hearts of many of us, who have 
scarcely travelled beyond our own coin- 
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mune; and it is so rare and so delightful to 
hear them from others, that, if it will not 
be an abuse of your Chiristian politeness, I 
would request you to alight and to visit my 
humble apartment.” 
cheerfully with 


“I shall comply most 
your request, (replied M 
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,) for though time is precious, I shal! 
be thankful to spend a few minutes in these 
mountains, among those with whom I hope 
to dwell for ever on Mount Zion.” My 
friend M. ———- mounted to the second 
story, followed by his conpanion. He 
found the female with whom he had 
conversed, surrounded by her daughters 
and her grand-daughters, alt busily em- 
ployed in five looms, filed with galoons 
and ribbons, destined fer the capital and 
the most distant cities of the workl. The 
good widow was between 60 and 70 vears 
of age ; her appearance was neat and clean: 
and all the arrangemeuts of her apartment, 
bespoke industry, frugality, and piety. 
“Ah! Sir, (she exclaimed, as M. -- 
entered,) hew happy ain I to receive such 
a visitor !” “ Madam, {replied M. ———) 
Iam not worthy to enter under this roof.” 
* Why, Sir, (exciaimed the widow,) you 
talked to us of Jesus Christ, and—” “ Yes, 
Madam; bat Iam a poor guilty sinner, 
and hope only for salvation through the 
cross. I was yesterday at St. ———, 
where they were planting a cross with great 
ceremony ; were you there?” “ No, Sir; 
for it is of little wse to erect crosses in the 
streets, if we do not carry the cross in our 
hearts, and are not crucified to the world. 
But, Sir, if you will not be offended, may I 
“ask what you are called >” M. » pre- 
tending to give a general sense to the 
French phraseology, answered, “ My name, 
Madam, is ———.””_ * Thank you, Si, I 
shall not forget; but this is not what [ 
meant: I wished to know whether you are 
Protestant of Catholic, a pastor or a 
priest ?” “ Madam, I have not the honour 
to be either; I am a merchant: I desire 
to be a Christian, and to liave no other title 
But a disciple of Christ.” “ That is exactly 
as we are here, Sir, (exclaimed the good 
widow, and added,) but, as you are so frank, 
are you, Sir, Catholie or Protestant 7” 
* Catholic,” replied M.———. Madam 
looked confused, and observed, “ That it 
was rare for the Catholics to talk as her 
visitor had done.” “If am a Catholic, 
{resumed M. .) but not a member of 
the Roman Catholic Church. I love all 
that love our Lord Jesus in sincerity. I 
do not ask m what fold they feed, so that 
they are guided and nourished by the Good 
Shepherd and bishop of souls.” “ O what 
a favour the Lord has granted us to meet 
with a Christian like ourselves, (said the af- 
fected widow, looking round her,) we desire 
to live in charity with ail mankind. Bat, 
to be frank also, Sir, we do not go to mass, 
nor to confession, nor yet to church; for 
we do not learn from our Testament, which 
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indeed is almost worr out, that we are re. 
quired to confess to sinners like ourselves, 
nor to worship the host nor to perform pen- 
ance for the Salvation of our souls; and. 
we believe, we can serve God as accepta. 
bly on a mountain, or in a chamber, or 
in a cave, as in the finest church.” «| 
confess, Madam, in my tern, (said M. 
.) that I am exeeedinely astonished 

to find such persons on such a spot; pra; 
how many may there be of your sent. 
ments?” “Here, Sir, and scattered ove; 
the mountains, there are from 3 to 400. 
We meet on the Sunday evenings, and 
as often as we can, to pray to Jesus, to read 
the Testament, and to converse about th 
sal¥ation of our souls. We are so much 
persecuted by the clergy, that we canna 
appear as publicly as we wish. We ar 
called beguines and fools; but we can 
bear this, and, I hope, a great deal more, 
for Him who has sutiered so much for us.” 
While the conversation, of which this 
is a sketch, transpired, the rooms had 
filled, the neighbours had been informed 
and introduced, at the request of _ the 
worthy hostess; and as many as could 
quit their occupations, pressed to hear of 
the things of the kingdom of God. M. 
desired to see the New Testament. 
It was presented. The title page was gone, 
the leaves were alnrost worn to shreds by 
the hard fingers of the weavers and |:- 
bourers, and M. could not discover 
the edition. A female, of respectable ap- 
pearance, approached M, —, and said, 
* Sir, for several years [ have sought even 
where a New Testament, and I have offer- 
ed any price for one, in all the neighbour. 
ing communes, byt im vain. Could you 
Sir, possibly procure inea copy, I will gla‘ 
ly pay any sum you demand—” “ Madam, 
I will not only procure you ene, (replied M. 
. eagerly,) but in forty-eight hours! 

will send you half a dozen.” “Is it pos 
ble ? {exclaimed the astonished villagers 
May we, Sir, believe the good news ? Ma 
we rely on your promise ? It appears t 
great, too good—we will pay for them no" 
Sir, if you please.” “ You may depend 
receiving them, (said M. ———.,) if Goé 
prolongs my life. Bat I etreat you to® 
me the favour to accept them, as a proo! 0 
my Christian regard, and an expression © 
my gratitude, for having been permitted © 
enjoy, in this unpromising spot, the refres> 
ing company of the followers of Chris. 
The conversation then turned on the val 
of the sacred volume, and the sinfulness & 
those whe withhold it from perishing 2” 
dejected sinners. After some time, ™ 
heséess interrupted the chain, by deman 
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ag, “Pvay, Sir, can yeu tell us if any 

thing extraerdinary is passing in the world ? 
We are shetjout from all intercourse ; but 
we have an impression that God is com- 
mencing a great work im We earth, and 
‘hat wonderful events are coining to pass.” 
“ Great events have taken place, and news 
is arriving every day, (said M. ,) 
from all parts of the werld, of the progress 
of the Gospel, and the fufilmentsof the pro- 
mises of the Holy Seriptures.” [fe thea 
gave to his attentive and enraptured audito- 
rv, an outline of the moral changes accom- 
plished by the diffusion ef the Bible, the 
labours of Missionaries, and the establish- 
inent of schosis ; but only suck an outline 
as Was suited to their general ignorance of 
the state of what is called the religious 
world. And when he had concluded, they 
all joined in the prayer.—Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done oa earth, as it is 
doxe in heaven. 

Anxious as was M. — to pursue his 
journey, he deveted three hours to this in- 
terview. He exhorted tbein to receive and 
practice only what they fouad ii the scrip- 
tures, to cieave to the Lord with full pur- 
pose of heart, and promised to use hisinflu- 
ence to obtain for them, a pastor who should 
feed them with knowledge and understand- 
ing. The termination of this extraordina-~ 
ry meeting, was procrastinated and affect- 
ing, tears of pleasure, grattude, and regret, 
streamed fromthe eyes of the meuntain- 
eers, and the traveller, thoegh more aeeply 
moved by having seen the grace of God, 
than by ail the scenes through which he 
had passed, went on his way rejoicing, and 
following the directions of the good widow, 
he arrived at the town of S, In this 
town he had commercial relations, with 
the principal inhabitants and authorities, 
and under the impression of all he had wit- 
nessed, he enquired, as if with the curiosity 
of a traveller, the name of the hamlet he 
had passed on the mountain, and the nature 
of the employment and the character ef its 
inhabitants. The mea said the mayer, 
work in the mines, drive the teains, and la- 
dour in the fieids; and the women and 
children weave. They are a very curious 
people,outres ilumines, but the most hon- 
est work-people ef the country. Probity 
itself; we have ne occasion to weigh our 
silk, either when we give it out or take it in, 
for we are sure not to lose the value of an 
obole,and the kindest creatures in the world; 
they will take their shirts off their backs 
0 give to any one in distress ; indeed, there 
is no wretchednees among them, for though 
poor, they are industrious, temperate, char- 
itable, and always assist each other; but 
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touch them on their religion, and they are 
almost idiots. They never go to mass, ner 
confession, in fact they are not Christians, 
though the most worthy people in the world, 
—and so droll,—imagine those poor peo- 
ple, after working all the week, instead of 
enjoying the Sunday and going to fetes ar, 
balls to amuse themselves, they meet in 
each other’s houses, and sometimes in the 
mountains, to read some book, and pray 
and sing hymas. They are very clever 
work-people, but they pass their Sundays 
and holidays stupidly enough. This testi- 
mony, so honourable to his new acquaint- 
ance, was confirmed to M. — fron 
several quarters ; and he learnt from others, 
what he had not been told by themselves, 
that besides their honesty and charity, so 
great is their zeal, that they flotk from 
the different hamlets, and meet in the 
mountains in cold and bad weather at 8 
or 9 o’clock at night, to avoid the inter- 
ruption of their priesily enemies, and to 
sing and pray. 

These accounts were not calculated to 
lesson the interest excited in the breast of 
M. ——-— and iminediately on his arrival 
at Lyons, he dispatched six copies of the 
New Testament, and some copies of a tract 
entitled, “ Les deur viellards,” written by 
M. Nolan of Geneva. Shortly after his 
return te Paris, M. — received throygh 
one of his correspondents of Lyons, a let- 
ter from the excellent widow with whom 
he had conversed #om the window of the 
second story. The modesty, dignity, and 
piety of the composition, has induced me 
to subjoin a literal translation, not enly to 
evince the influence of true religion, but to 
satisfy the reader, that in this narration, no 
exaggerated statement has been made of 
the characters of the mountaineers of 
St. 

“ Sir, I have the honour to write you, to 
assure yeu of my very humble respects, 
and at the same time to acknowledge the 
reception of the six copies of the New 
Testament, which you had the goodness 
aud the generosity to send us. My fa- 
mily, myself, and my neighbours, know not 
how adequately to express our sincere 
cratitude ; fur we have nothing in the world 
so precious as that sacred volume, whici is 
the best food of our souls, and our certain 
cuide to the heavenly Jerusalem. 

_ As we believe and are assured that the 
Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ could alone 
have inspired you with the desire to distri- 
bute the Sacred Scriptures to those who 
are disposed to make a holy use of them, 
we hope and believe that the Divine Sav- 


iour will be himself your recompence ; and 
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that he will give to you, as well as to all of 
us, the grace to understand, and to seek a 
part in his second coming ; for this ought 
to be our only and constant desire in the 
times of darkness and tribulation in which 
we live. 

“Tt is with this view, Sir, that I entreat 
you to have the goodness to send six more 
copies of the sacred volume for several of 
my friends, who are delighted, not only with 
the beauty ‘of the type, but especially with 
the purity of the edition; for it is sufficient 
to see the name of Monsieur le Maitre de 
Sacey, to be assured that this edition is 
strictly conformable to the sacred text, 
Sir, as the persons who have charged me 
to entreat you to send six more copies of 
the New Testament would be sorry to 
abuse your generosity, they also charge me 
to say, that if you ace ‘omplish their wishes, 
as your truly Christian kindness induces 
them to hope, and will mark the price on 
the books, they shall feel it to be a pleasure 
and a duty to remit you the amount when [ 
acknowledge the arrival of the parcel. 
Could you ‘also add six copies of the little 
tract, entitled, “ Les Deux Viellards.” 

“T entreat you, Sir, to excuse the liberty 
{ have taken, and to believe that, while 
life remains, I am, in the Spirit of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 


Your very humble servant, 
The Wipow —,” 





M, — hastened to gratify and exceed 
the wishes, expressed im the letter. In- 
stead of six copies, twenty copics of the 
New Testament were now prese nted to the 
widow and her friends, and a dozen instead 
of six of the Deux Viellards. ‘The parcel 
wasenlarged with copies of the Archives du 
Christ anisme, The Report of the Bible So- 
ciety of Paris, the History of Missions, 
Jately published by M Gaussin, of Sartigny, 
the French edition of the Re port of ‘the 
London Missionary Society, Dr. Bogue’s 
Essay onthe New Testament, The Young 
Cottager, of which a French edition has 
been published at the expence of a young 
gentleman of Paris, The Sermons of 
Nardin, which I have reprinted, The 
Daryman’s Daughter, the French transla- 
tion, published in London, my last copy, 
and also my only remaining copy of Dod- 
dridg’s Rise and Progress, in French, We 
wait for their correspondence, to inform us 
of the imression produced by the arrival of 
such an unexpected supply. Aamong those 





who may read this occovnt, 1] hope there 
may be some who will resolve that we shall 
not want funds to reprint, immediately, a 
large edition of Doddridge, of the Dairy- 
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man’s Daughter, and other books and 
tracts, which are exceedingly wanted, 
thankfully received, and extensively useful. 





OSAGE UNION MISSION. 
From the Am. Missionary Register. 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS. 


The Superintendent to the Domestic Secre- 
tary. 


Arkansas River, near Post of Arkansas, 
11th June, 1821 


Very Dear Srr—In transmitting the 
journal and account of expenditures, I take 
the liberty of addressing the Board, con- 
cerning our situation. 

Were it not for this untimely and per- 
plexing Indian warfare, our prospects for a 
school would be of the most flattering or- 
der. On my way down the river, I have 
been endeavouring to ascertain the true 
state of things, and to learn the effects of 
Cljamore’s proposals as stated in the jour- 
nal. I was informed, that the Cherokees 
say “they have heard such talks before, 
and should pay no regard to this.” Their 
voice is still for war. Col. Brearly, the 
United States Agent among them, says 
they are more generally united i in war mea- 
sures, than at any time before.. He has 
not been able to dissuade them, although 
he telis them, they will gain nothing, ex- 
pend much, and berhaps be defeated in the 
end. But they have a great antipathy to 
the Osages, and should “they obtain allies 
may yet distress them. And what has a 
great bearing on this point, is the removal 
of the Choctaws to this Country. Though 
it is understood from the late modification 
of the Treaty, that they are not to settle 
below the Poto, which empties into the 
Arkansas at Fort Smith, a circumstance 
which will prove a great relief to the in- 
habitants who live below the Fort ; yet the 
farther the Indians are removed fron: the 
seat of government, and the more contig- 
uously to each other they are placed, the 
greater will be the danger of perpetual 
warfare among them. We exceedingly 

regret the late measures concerning the 
Choc taws. Nothing, I repeat it, nothing 
will so effectually prevent the benevolent 
designs of Missionary enterprise, as Indian 
wars. It is the most fatal impediment tha‘ 
the enemy of souls could lay in the way, 
especially in regard to the Osages. As 
they have not been corrupted by ardent 
spirits, they are comparatively pure. They 
are not vitiated by bad examples. They 
have Jess te unlearn. ‘They are an inter- 
esting portion of the human family. We 
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Sand long to go out into their villages, and com- 
vanted, pel ‘them to come in. But war, distressing 
useful, “war, forbids. 
With due respect to the government of 
r the United States, I would ask-—Is it not 
i consistent with the Constitution ? Is it not 
a right to controul the savages in their con- 
duet, not only towards the white pe ople, 
S int towards each other? What more judi- 
— cious measures could be arranged for civil- 
izing the Indians, than overruling their 
sas, wars 2? What will the grants of money a- 
vail, while they are disturbed by quarrels, 
© the and engaged in dancing over the scalps 
take if their enemies? Their annypities axe of 
con- little value too, expended in war. It is the 
sincere praver of ovr Mission Family, that 
per- speedy and cifectual measures may be ta- 
for a -ken to prevent war, and thus te open a door 
e Or- for our usefulness. What other impedi- 
have ment have we? And what greater could 
true we have? If it be possible to bring to an 
is of end, this distracted state of things, what 
our. labours of love could be more important 
kees than petiti ming the government to controul 
fore, the ludians ? F riends of Christ, offer your 
leis prayers to God. Friends of humanity, 
the present your petitions to Congress, praying 
says that, if it be possible, the poor savages w ho 
1ea- live ‘within the pale of a Christian Govern- 


has ment may be hushed te peace, and awed 
from raising the warhoop and the toma- 


ugh 

- hawk. Give yeurself no rest till the end 
the -he accomplished. We most earnestly de- 
to sire to go to our work. We are ardently 
lies desirous to be engaged in teaching the 
sa poor Osages. We “have food am raiment, 

val “and houses to dwell in, but how small a 
ch thing this, compared with the great errand 
on on which we came to this distant heathen 
le land. 

he The glorious news from the Sandwhich 
ce Islands, we have read with delight.— 
n- There, war is over. The door is open.— 

18 The way is prepared. The time to favour 
ie Owyhee and her sister Isles appears to 
r~ have come. My heart rejoices over a peo- 
e ple for whom I have prayed, and whose 
i sons J have assisted im nursing for Christ. 
y Oh! that the Osages and their enemies in 
e Western wilderness, knew the things that 
eB belong to their Sa ct 

t 

Mr. William C. Requa to his friend at 


: Mount Pleasant. 
) Union, Arkansas Territory, March 21st, 1821. 


Dear Sirn—I feel under obligation to 
occupy a few of my leisure moments in 
giving you a short account of the place we 
4mhabit; of the manners and eustoms of the 
: natives of this land of moral daykness—ot 








Osage Union Mission. 279 


their deplorable degradation, and of the 
hopeful appearance of our being useful a- 
mong them. 

It will not be necessary to give a geo- 
graphical description of this ‘Territory at 
large. I shall, therefore, confine myself to 
a brief description of the missionary sta- 
tion, and the contiguous region. The place 
chosen for the missionary plantation, of 
which ave have the ecevpancy at present, 
was freely given by all the Chiefs in the 
Osage Tribe. It is situated about twenty- 
five miles from the mouth of Grand River, 
which runs from North to South, and emp- 
ties into the Arkansas about seven hundred 
miles from its mouth. The land in this 
country appears to be exceedingly fertile. 
The air is also very salubrious, owing to the 
variegate d surface of the country, which is 
interspersed with hills and dales in every 
direction, and probably to the land being 
mostly destitute of timber, which admits 2 
free circulation of air. Extensive prairies 
are found all over this Western Country, 
in wkich there is not a tree to be found ex- 
cept on the rivers and smaller streams 
which glide through it. 1 do not exagger- 
ate when I tell you, a person may travel in 
almost any direction, some hundreds of 
miles.from this place, without seeing tim- 
ber sufficient to rence the land in sizeable 
lots. The site for the Missionary bujld- 
ings is about a mile from the river dn the 
west side in a prairie of about four or five 
hundred acres of excellent arable land, 
which is mostly surrounded with timber. 

Phat portion of the ignorant aborigines 

America who inhabit this region of 
pa Shere though naturally intelligent and 
docile, ave, notwithstanding, sunk into a 
lamentable state of degradation. Being 
ignorant of the arts of civilized life, they 
roam necessarily and almost con ftently, 
from place to place, in quest of game for 
the support of themselves and their fami- 
lies. Being destitute of the means of cloth- 
ing themselves as we do, they wear the 
skins of beasts; but their children are Jit- 
erally naked. 

This tribe live in villages altogether, o/ 
which there are several. The largest is a 


bout thirty miles from this place. I was 


there a few weeks ago, and found the In-~ 
dians very numerous. There are about 
five hundred huts in the village, in each of 
which are large families. As polygamy is 
common among them, it is not uncommon 
to see with one man 1m his lodge, three a 
four women, who are his wives, with fif- 
teen or twenty children. 

These poor savages of the wilderness, 
being totally ignorant of letters, of civil 
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law, of the revelation of God, call vice vir- 
tue in many instances. They think it is 
laudable to steal, especially from their ene- 
mies ; that it is commendable to take every 
advantage of other Indian tribes who are 
their enemies, im commiting devastation 
and destruction within their borders. Oth- 
er examples of their degraded state I could 
mention ; but they would wound a chaste 
and delicate ear. I shall therefore forbear. 

War is declared between the Osages, a- 
mong whoin we are, and the Cherokees, a 
neighbouring tribe. We received this in- 
formation a few days ago, from the govern- 
or of this Servitorv. ‘The Indians on both 
sides have sent for their allies, and we are 
apprehensive of a bloody war between 
them; they having long been imveterate 
enemies to each other. You may proba- 
bly conclude from this, that we are in a 
perilous situation. We are not, however, 
apprehensive of any danger with regard to 
our personal safety. ‘The governor, in a 
council with the Cherokees, told them, that 
if they killed any of the missionaries, or 
any white man, or injured them in any re- 
spect, while at war with the Osages, their 
whole tiibe should atone for it with their 
lives. But we put not our trust in an arm 
of flesh, but in the omnipotent arm of God, 
which is able to put a stop to the rumours 
of war around us, and hush the contend- 
ing parties to peace, and to an amicable ad- 
justment of their differences. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Letter to the Editor, of the Rel. Rem. from 
the Rev. Thomas Grier, dated, Westown, 
Orange Co. N. Y. Jug. 7, 1821. 


This congregation experienced no ma- 
terial change during five years past, until 
the middle of last September ; when it ap- 

eared to be the set time to favour Zion. 

his refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord, was neither prececed by unusual 
lukewarmness nor ushered in by any re- 
markable providence. But in a time of 
general health, peace, and prosperity, the 
Lord in his unbounded compassion visited 
us. His holy arm was made bare, and his 
stately steppings were seen in the sanctua- 
ry. Now the Holy Spirit of the living God 
silently passed trom house to house, and 
from heart to heart, in his awakening and 
convincing, regenerating and converting 
influences. Sinners were heard to exclaim 
with consternation, ‘ What shall we do to 
be saved |!’ Prayer meetings were establish- 
ed in four different parts of the congrega- 
tion, which were always crowded. A ser- 
muon was preached in some part of the so- 
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ciety every evening ; yet seldom a private 
house was sufficiently large to contain the 
hearers. During this precious season, while 
the trophies of the cross were multiplying, 
the professing people of God were unusu- 
ally engaged in furthering the werk, and 
promoting the interests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. They were animated and en- 
livened, in their religious exercises; their 
faith was strong, their zeal ardent, and they 
felt as if they bad much to do. 

On the 22d of October, when the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper was adminis- 
tered, forty-one persons separated them- 
selves from the world, and declared on the 
side of the Lord Jesus. A day long to be 
remembered. Christians enjoyed much of 
the presence of the Great Head of the 
Church. Whilst the saint wept for joy, 
the sinner mourned with that bitterness oi 
soul which becomes those who mourn for a 
first born. Yea, it stands recorded in the 
register of hcaven—immortal souls were 
born again; prodigals returned to their 
heavenly Father ; and heaven’s arches re- 
sounded with the joyful acclamations of 
angels. 

This day was succeeded by many mect- 
ings for prayer and preaching, which are 
not easy to be described. Do we cast our 
eyes around on the assembly ? The house 
is crowded, every spot is occupied, and a 
large assembly at the doors and windows. 
Do you open your mouth to speak, in read- 
ing or prayer? All is silent as the grave, 
solemn as death ; and all listen as for eter- 
nity. Do you pronounce the Gospel of the 
Son of God? While some are bathed in 
tears, the restrained groans and cries of 
others mingle their sound with the voice of 
the preacher. Think not that disorder and 
confusion must ensue. No; a deep and 
solemn silence, with which nothing can be 
compared, unless it is the stillness of the 
grave, pervades the astonished assembly, 
and whispers—Gop 1s nere! His holy 
arm is made bare. His stately steppings 
are seen. Do you take occasion (after the 
public exercises of worship are over) to 
converse in private with your hearers ? 
Whilst some are rejoicing with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory; others are 
overwhelmed with sorrow and anguish of 
soul forsin. ‘Their thouglits carry them to 
the bar of God. With a broken heart and 
a trembling voice they inquire, “ How can 
I dwell with the devouring fire ? How cana 
I dwell in everlasting burnings? O! that 
I sinned against Jesus! Jesus! my best 
friend and constant benefactor. Can he 
save ? Will he save >” This is not vain de- 
lusion or enthusiasm: No! We do most 
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assuredly know and believe what our eyes 
have seen and our ears have heard, of the 
goings forth of the Spirit of the Living 
tjod. Yea, ask the man of the world ; ask 
ihe infidel and the scoffer; they them- 
selves are constrained to acknowledge with 
the centurion of old, who said, “ Truly this 
was the Son of God.” So they confess 
this work is none else but the work of God. 
Base ingratitude says, Tell it not in Gath, 
publish it not in the streets of Askelon.— 
fut the ties of God are upon us, to own his 
svodness and to acknowledge the triumphs 
of his victorious grace. 

Five weeks more having revolved around 
and another communion season is enjoyed, 
one hundred new members were received 
in communion as the fruits of this glorious 
harvest, who, having previously appeared 
before session, and given ample satisfac- 
tion of their new birth, came forward pub- 
licly to own their Lord and Master. At 
the calling of their names they take their 
stand in the middle aisle to enter into 
church covenant. ‘The crowded assembly is 
nothing new. It is not strange that we see 
tears of joy flow in abundance from the 
eyes of the Christian. But now we see 
new and strange things indeed. The gos- 
pel-hardened moralist, whose heart had al- 
ways been proof against the thunderings of 
Sinia, and all the tears, groans and blood 
of a compassionate Saviour, now finds the 
names of his children enrolled among those 
who have vowed on the side of the Lord. 
He sees them take their stand, one alter 
another, among those who are just about 
to take the oath of allegiance and fidelity 
to the great King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords ; whilst he himself has neither part 
nor lot in this matter. We know not 
whether he contemplates a more awtlul 
separation on the day of judgment, when 
the trump of God shall give the alarm, and 
assemble the whole world—or whether he 
reflects on the state of the damned, where 
the worm dieth not, and the smoke of their 
torments ascendeth up for ever and ever. 
But we do know, those eyes that never af- 
forded one tear for the most acute pain, or 
at the funeral of the most endeared rela- 
tive, now burst forth in the most copious 
effusion. That countenance which al- 
ways indicated inattention, or self-justifica- 
tion, is changed for the most deep solemni- 
ty; and, looking ashamed, he stands at a 
distance, afraid to lift up his eyes to heav- 
en, and intercedes for pardon. 

On the seventh of January last, fifty-six 
more were added to our number, includ- 
ing in the whole one hundred and ninety- 
str in the space of four months ; one hun- 
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dred and twenty-three of whom received 
the sacrament of baptism. Thus the church 
of Westown, organized with eighteen mem- 
bers, eleven years since, (excluding those 
who have died and those who have been 
dismissed,) now consists of four hundred 
and thirty-eight members. This is the 
Lord’s doing and marvellous in our eyes. 
Let our hearts accord with the anthem of 
glorified spirits around the throne, who 
cry, “not unto us, not unto us, O Lord! 
But unto thy name be the glory.” 
Tuomas GRIER. 





From the Seaman's Magazine. 


MARINERS’ CHURCH. 


Sunday, August 12, 1821. 


The friends of our Zion, and the Mem- 
bers of the New-York Bethel Union So- 
ciety especially, will be gratified to learn, 
that, since the establishment of that Insti- 
tution, and the frequent meetings for prayer 
and religious worship, which have been 
held on board of vessels in our harbour, the 
attendance of seamen at the Mariners’ 
Church has greatly improved. 

It is now more than a year since the 
Board which conduct the concerns of this 
Church have depended upon the Rev. 
Clergy of this city, and those who occa- 
sionally visit it, to supply the pulpit, and, if- 
we rightly remember, this is the first Sab- 
bath on which they have failed to procure a 
supply. 

The Monthly Committee, charged with 
the duty of procuring a preacher, were 
providentially disappointed, and they con- 
cluded to invite some of the lay brethren 
to conduct the meeting, which was accord- 
ingly done. 

Capt. P. commenced the exercises by 
addressing the throne of grace, and partic- 
ularly for his brethren, the seamen. After 
singing, a short essay on repentance was 
read by another brother. Mr. W. then 
made a very animated and appropriate ad- 
dress on the same subject, and it was evi- 
dent that He who had so often manifested 
lis presence in that place, now condescen- 
ded to appear again for their help. The 
seamen (of whom there was present a _ re- 
spectable congregation) appeared solemn, 
and gave the greatest attention, and not a 
few of them shed tears, apparently tears of 
contrition. After the service was conclu- 
ded by Mr. W. some of the seamen appear- 
ed reluctant to leave the Church; one in 
particular, whose weather-beaten face was 
bathed in tears, came to brother W. and 
with trembling lips inquired what he should 
doto be saved? He gave Mr. W.his name, 
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and with an earnest request that he would 
visit bim. Mr. W.who had an early inter- 
view with him, states, that “it was most 
pleasing and interesting, that the poor man 
found himself a lost, ruined and undone 
‘Sinner, not knowing where to find relief. 
At evening service the committee were 
again disappointed in procuring a preach- 
er, as many of the clergy were out of the 
city. They however considered it their du- 
ty, as there was a large number of sea- 
men present, to have some religious exer- 
cises, and calling on brother W. again to 
lead in prayer. He excused himself, say- 
ing, “ He had .just left his family m great 
distress, and that his mind was not free to 
speak, having (during the interval of wor- 
ship) heard of the de ath, at sea, of an only 
beloved son.” But as the Lord gave him 
great support in this trying affliction, the 
brethren were anxious to have him address 
them again, which he consented to do, and 
be spoke to them in a manner, that I trust 
will be Jong remembered by many who were 
present. Before the services were conclu- 


eded with prayer by Mr. —,Mr.W. retired to 


console his afflicted family. Blessed be 
God, this service, as we trust, was not with- 
-out good efiects. After the Congregation 
had. retired, | observed a seaman at some 
edlistance weeping : I approached him, and 
ainquired the cause of his grief. “ O Sir,” 
said he, “I find myself the most abandon- 
ed, ungrateful, ungodly sinner on the face 
of the earth! [have despised all manner 
of instruction—have been a prodjgal with 
my money and my precious time, and now 
J have reason to fear my sovt is lost! [ 
never before had such an idea.of my sin. 
A came to this place for no good purpose. 
L told my shipmates we would come to 
church and have seme snort; six of them 
came, but they have all left me in terror 
and sorrow. IT expect they will laugh me 
to scorn, but I care not for that—my soul 
ts precious.” T asked him his name and 
native place, “My name” he replied, “ is 
Ge; and N is my native place, but 
j have disgraced my name and my con- 
meaiiee. ‘Being early deprived of the ten- 
der eare of parents, my uncle was exceeding 
kind to me, and always requested me, when 
in portto make his house my home. But, 
O, my ungrateful heart refused to go; I 
preferred to go to the most abandoned 
houses and pay my board—for my uncle’s 
family is a religious one, and.I could not 
bear to be m their company. Oh! whata 
wonder it is that God has spared me to this 
time. He expressed a desire to go and see 
Mr. W. who had spoken in the meeting.— 
Tt went with him to Mr. W's bouse, and we 
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spent an hour in prayer; and brother W. 
strove to lead his mind to the only refuge 
of safety. G then observed, “I am 
now determined to go to my uncle’s house,” 
which he did; and, I trust, he was kindly 
received. He expected to sail soon, and [ 
requested him to call on me and get some 
books. He has since visited me twice, and 
brought one of his shipmates, who was at 
the meeting on Sabbath evening, and who 
appears to ‘be a seeker after better things 
than this world can afford. 

In all the solemn and pleasing scenes of 
this holy Sabbath, I was ready to say, sure- 
ly God ‘hath blessed and hallowed it. He 
is able and willing to make use of the fee- 
blest means to promote his own glory. 
What encouragement have Christians to 
exert themselves in behalf of the long neg- 
lected Seamen ? When our Lord was on 
earth, he did not neglect them, and we 
trust he willuse us as instruments in spread- 
ing the everlasting gospel among sea- 
men, and in hastening forward the glorious 
triumphs of the King - of Kings! 

A. G. 








BRIGHTON FISHERMEN. 
Camberwell, July 11, 1821 


Dear Sir—I have much pleasure, in 
compliance with the request of a friend, in 
sending you a short account of my visit to 
the Brighton Fishermen. 

Being on # visit to that celebrated wa- 
tering place, supplying the Countess of 
Huntingdon’ s Chapel in North-street, the 
neglected state of the Fishermen was mén- 
tioned by a gentleman who attends that 
place ; to whom, I immediately said, “ if 
you will obtain the use of a Boat for a pul- 
pit, I will go and preach to them.” He 
could scarcely believe I was in earnest ;— 
but finding [ meant what I said, he left 
me, and went down to the sea-shore. In. 
about a quarter of an hour he returned, in- 
forming me that J. H. a Fisherman, had 
offered the use of his boat for my pulpit: a 
flag was immediately obtained, and, with 
the assistance of one of the Trustees of 
the Countess of Huntingdon’s connection, 
we soon inscribed the word Bethel upon it ; 
and thus a signal for prayer was hoisted, 
for the first time, on the beach of the west 
cliff, Brighton, June 18, 1821. This arous- 
ed much attention, and tended te increase 
my congregation ; about 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon, I went to the spot, accompanied 
by Mr. Brooker, one of the Trustees, and 
many of the religious friends, and vreach- 
ed to a very attentive congregation (about 
five or six hundred in number ;) after which 
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{ distributed all the Tracts I could obtain, 
which were received with much eager- 
ness by the Fishermen and their wives. 
Encouraged by the success of this first 
attempt, I informed the congregation be- 
fore they were dismissed, that as my labors 
were not required in the afternoon of the 
following Lord’s-day at the chapel, [ would 
{by Divinie permission) preach to Fisher- 
men again on the beach, at 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon. ‘This nitruiation was re- 
ceived with general pleasure and gratitude 
—-a boat was offered—handbills were 
printed—the flag was again hoisted on 
Mid-summer- -day, and an immense multi- 
tude gathered together (it” is supposed not 
less than five thousand souls,) they were 
addressed from the Fisherman’s prayer, 
‘Lord save me.’ Perfect order and close 
attention prevailed, and many tears were 
shed, while the word of life was dispensed. 
Atterthe sermon (one of the Trustees of the 
Countess of Huntingdon’s connection ha- 


ving furnished me with a good supply of 


suitable Tracts from London) I said [ had 
some more little books for Fishermen and 
their wives; immediately the boat was 
thronged with applicants and my bundle of 
Tracts, though large, was lamentably_ in- 
sufficient, so that many went away disap- 
pointed ; others followed me to the Cha- 
pel- -house, and in the evening the chapel 
was thronged. Having only two days more 
to stay in that town, I felt anxious to ren- 
ler the attention thus awakened peria- 
nent; and had the pleasure of forming a 
Committee of gentlemen to pursue this im- 
portant object. The Rev. Wm. Kemp, 
tutor of Cheshunt College, followed me at 
the chapel, and preached on the beach ; 
Mr. Lucy succeeded him; and, [ trust, 
from the lively intererest which the Trus- 
tees of that connection take in the cause 
of God, the fire thus enkindled on the sea 
shore at Brighton will be kept burning for 
years to come. 

[have much pleasure in adding, that one 
of the Brighton Ministers has engaged to 
assist in this Important work ; and I hope 
many others will cheerfully follow his ex- 
ample. 

I remain, Dear Sir, Yours, Kc. 

JoserH Irons. 
To the Treasurer of the } 
Home Miss. Society. § 





The way to evangelize our towns, and to fill 
our places of worship. 
To the Editer of the Home Missionary Mag- 
az'ne 
Six—The following extract (from the 


Eclectic Review,) forms so pleasing a con- 
firmation of the correct reasoning of Dr. 
Chalmers on the best methods for i impro- 
ving the moral state of the population of 
our towns, and appears so suitable for your 
excellent work, that I have forwarded it 
without hesitation, entertaining the hope 
that this ‘ christian experiment’ will be gen- 
erally tried. 
A VILLAGER. 


“A dissenting Minister,who had for many 
years regularly officiated in a town com- 
prising a considerable population, discour- 
aged at finding his congregation gradually 
declining in numbers, at length determin- 
ed to make the experiment of going forth 
from his pulpit, and opening licensed rooms 
in different parts of the town and suburbs, 
where he might carry evangelical instruc- 
tion to those who would not come to seek 
it; or, to use Dr. Chaliner’s language, ¢ in- 
stead of holding forth signals to those who 
were awake, knock at the doors of those 
who are profoundly asleep.” His success 
exceeded his most sanguine expectation. 
This same neglected preacher, whose chap- 
el had been almost empty, was listened to 
in these humble preaching reoms with the 
greatest attention. The overtures of the 
Gospel, thus obtruded on their notice, ex- 
cited an interest in the minds of a multi- 
tude, who would never have spontaneously 
gone in quest of instruction ; and, eventu- 
ally, his chapel was thronged with the tro- 
phies of his aggressive zeal. 





1 WARD. 


Mr. Ward, Mrs. Marshman and her 
daughter, and Mr. and Mrs. Mack, togeth- 
er with Miss Cooke, sent out with a view 
to promote Female F.ducation in India by 
the British and Foreign School Society, 
and two Missionaries and their wives em- 
barked on board the Abberton, off Graves- 
end, on Monday, May 28, and dropped 
down the river at midnight on the 29tb. 

In the interval which elapsed previous 
to their last farewell of the English shores 
several brief notes were received from Mr. 
Ward by Mr. Burls and Mr. Dyer, of which 
the following are extracts :— 


REV. WILLIAS 


“ May 31.—Tienty miles below Graves- 
end.—We proceeded very little indeed yes- 
terday, and lay too all night. The wind is 
stilb contrary. We have worship, singing, 
reading, and prayer, morning and evening 
Last night I preached my first sermon to 
my brethren and sisters, from Acts xx. 24; 
ali seem very happy ; and I trust God will 
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be in the midst of us and bless us. Don't 
forget us in your prayers.” 

. “OF Margate, June 1, 121.—All is 
well. My brethren and sisters appear con- 
‘tent and cheerful. They have acquired 
the Bengalee letters, and on Monday I 
hope they will begin to read Bengalee 
words. 

“We have worship, and the language 
‘supplies employment ; and thus we go, as- 
sisted by your prayers. May we have much 
of Christ in us, and much of Christ with 
us ; then we shall not go in vain.” 

“ June 8, off the Lizard.—We have had 
no wind, or a contrary one to this time, and 
hence we are still hovering over Old Eng- 
land. 

“We are upon the whole very comforta- 
ble; our meetings are truly refreshing ones, 
and we:have them twice a day, and some 
of the passengers join us. The captarn is 
quite kind ; and this ship rings with the 
praises of the Redeemer more than twice 
a day. Mr. Mack and Mr. Bampton 
have begun to read the Bengalee Testa- 
ment.” 


The winds having been almost uninter- 
ruptedly fair from the date of the last note, 
our friends are probably by this time far ad- 
vanced on their voyage. 





ORIGINAL LETTER FROM REY. THOMAS 
SCOTT. 

There is nothing peculiar in this letter, 
(formerly addressed to a gentleman in 
New-York,) if ithad been written by any 
ether man—but we believe it will be read 
with interest as coming from him, by 
thousands in this country, who are dwel- 
ling with so much delight on his excel- 
Tent commentary. 


Aston, Sanford, March 2, 1811. 


Dean Sir—For thus the style of your 
Tetters constrains me to address you, though 
unknown. Your former fetter, and speci- 
men safely reached me, and it was retresh- 
ing as glad tidings from a far country, and 
your last letter si more so. But, if vou 
were aware of the great disproportion, 
which there is, between my bodily strength 
and my various calls to exert it ; you would 
not wonder that I did not answer. [| am, 
as you may suppose, advanced in years, 
and I always had a poor constitution, which 
I have not, however, spared. And though, 
bless God, I can still fill up, genertily, 
most of the day, in something belonging to 
my ministry, &e. Yet letter writing is a 
work of supererogation not taken into my 
account or admitted reluctantly in cases of 
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necessity. Otherwise, in my situation J 
could do nothing else. 

I am much obliged to you for stating te 
me your views of promoting my advantage, 
by means of copies of the maps, but I have 
recently disposed of the copy-right of the 
work, and most of the remaining copies, 
and the copper-plates for the maps, on pur- 
pose, to recede from all secular business, 
which peculiar circumstances, has long im- 
posed on me ; that [ might pass the eve- 
ning of my life ina more unencumbered 
manner. [ wish, in such things, to strike 
sail, and quietly to glide into the harbour. 

I greatly rejoice to hear of the promising 
and improving state of religion in North 
America; and I do hope, that, during the 
34 or 35, years, since [ became acquainted 
with this only important concern, the cause 
of Christ has gained considerable ground 
in England. Yet, alas, the number of 
true and consistent christians still bears but 
a small propertion to our populatien. 

As you seem to interest yourself in my 
concerns, it will perhaps please you to hear, 
that I have two sons, who have been some 
time, I trust, usefully employed in the min- 
istry ; and a third, (all I have) about to en- 
gage in it. 

May owr gracious Ged send forth more 
and more faithful and active labourers into 
his harvest; that while we old men, must 
decrease, we may have the satisfaction to 
see our juniors increase both in numbers, 
and ability, and zeal and success, and may 
this be more and more the case in all parts 
of the four continents of our earth. 

I am much obliged to you for your 
prayers, which [I much need, and much 
value—and may every success attend you, 
in attempting, in your line, to disseminate 
the word of life; and in your own soul, 
and the souls of all near to you. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your sincere well wisher, &c. 
Tuomas Scort. 


THE BIBLE 


WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT. 
(Concluded from page 255.) 


John Lumley’s party assembled in the 
evening to read the scriptures. In addition 
to his own family, there were Nicholas 
Maldon and his wife. It was truly inter- 
esting and affecting tosee these honest peo- 
ple pursuing so zealously the knowledge 
that was able to make them wise unto sal- 
vation, Frequently there was a pause when 
any remarkable text was read. Honest 
John broke out, “ There, friends, listen to 


that,—we must all eppear before the judg- 
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ment seat of Christ.”—“ You and I, Nich- 
olas, and all the rest, Lord grant that we 
may find mercy of the Lord in that day !” 

—* Amen,” said they all. Nicholas Mal- 
don looked pale, and gave a deep sigh, as 
he joined in the amen. 

While they were looking at each other, 
there was a gentle tapping at the door: 
“come in,” said Sally Lumley. Immedi- 
ately the door opened, and in walked no 
other than Teresa Ryan. The old woman 
had been reading the Testament, and hav- 
ing heard that little Joe read the Dible 
every evening, she determined she would 
just go and sit down with them for half an 
hour. Why, Teresa,” said John, “ sure 
it isn’t thee.—Bless ine, wonders w ill never 
cease.—Come and sit down, neighbour- 
I’m glad to see thee.” 

Teresa. Thark y’, John, I’m sure I don’t 
deserve any civility from you or your fam- 
iy, for Pve been a sad creature. 

John. Well, well, Teresa, ne’er mind 
that if you are but a new creature now. 

Teresa. Ah, John, 1 can’t talk much a- 
bout religion, for I never had any,—but I 
hope I shall be a better woman, and live a 
better life in future. 

John. I'm hart’ly glad to hear thee say 
so, for religion’s made me as happy as the 
day’s long. 

Teresa. I was brought up, John, in the 
Catholic worship, and never ‘till this day 
did [inquire whether it was right or wrong, 
for, indeed, I don’t know nothing about it, 
more than that I am to fast so often, and go 
to mass, and there my religion begins and 
ends. Buta wonderful thing has happened 
to-day. 

lil, What, Teresa. 

Tresa. Don’t y’ be hasty, and Pl tell it. 
—A pretty young gentleman passed my 
door to-day, and leit a Testament wi’ me, 
begging me to read it. 

Sally. A New Testament, like our’s, 
Teresa! and have you read it ? 

Teresa. Yes, and I be quite struck wi’ it. 

John. Wonderful !—wonderful !—won- 
derful '—O! my dear Master Stephen, gu 
this will rejoice thee. There is joy 
heaven, sure, if there’s such joy on — 

John little knew what had happened that 
day at his master’s, for he had been work- 
ing at a farm two milesoff. He had scarce- 
by uttered the last sentence, before the sound 
ef footsteps was heard, and presently his 
vid master’s voice—* John Lumley, do y’ 
bring a light.” 

John started up, and fled to the door.— 
¥ Here, John, here he is, he wanted to come 
hefore, bet we couldn’: spare him.”—* O! 





The Bibie without Note ar Camment. 285 


dear Master Stephen,” said Sally, and in- 
stantly fainted away ! 

The attention of the little party was now 
directed towards Sally, who, by the aid of 
a little hartshorn and water was soon re- 
stored. “O! my dear Sir,” said she, * how 
glad I be to see you, and you look so well.” 

—** Come,” said the f& armer, “ this isn’tall 
the party, yet. Hevre’s another friend of 
your’s, Mr. Charlton. 

“ Dear Sir,” said Sally, “why did you 
not tell one this morning that you were Mr. 
Stephen’s friend.—We be glad to see you 
at Folliton.” 

Charlton spoke to all by turns, and turn- 

ing to T'eresa, * Ah! my good friend, I am 
truly glad to see you here. 1 mean to call 
on you to-:norrow, as | ps womised.” Teresa 
express ed her gratitude. Meantime, Ste- 
phen, Jolin, and Saily were in deep chat 
upon the occasion of the presence of their 
neighbours. Kate Mak lon, rose up to go 
home, but John said, “no, no, Kate, you 
have seen the worst, stay a little longer, and 
yu'll hear what you never heard before.” 

__ The company being seated, all eyes were 

t once fixed on Stephen Wilton, and the 
conversation turned on the good that had 
taken place in the little circle present. “ It 
is to you, dear Sir,” said Sally, addressing 
herself to Stephen, “that we owe afl 6ur 
knowledge of the holy Scriptures. As for 
myself and John, we were never, never so 
happy before; the more I read, the more 
my mind is enlightened and impressed, and 
my heart comforted.” 

Stephen W. 1 bless God that my humble 
attempts have been in any respect render- 
ed useful. How much do I owe to God, 
who has recailed me from the very gates of 
death, and given me a longer space to glo- 
rify him ! ” 

John Lumley. Had it not been for you, 
our Joe wou!d have been as ignorant as the 
Hoddendods, and then none of us here 
would have known any thing of Christ Jesus, 
Now Sir, you see how much good one per- 
son may do, if he sets about it. 

Charlton. Archbishop Usher says, it re 
quires ail our Jearning to make things plain, 
and the use of learning is to be useiul in ou 
day and generation. 

Farmer Wilton. Shall 1 be silent. No. 
What has God done fur my family as well 
as for me; there’s my wife and my boy, yes, 
and [ hope my danghter too, love the Serip- 
tures, aye, and I hope we do all feel theiy 
power upon our hearts too.” 

John. Blessed be God for that, Maister. 
I remember the time when you and I used 
to rap oul sadly, but the Bible bath taughi 
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us different. Joe, repeat the text that you 
read other night. 

Joe. It was in the epistle of St. James, 
Father, ‘Swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other 
oath.’ There’s another text in St. Matthew 
very much like it, (reads.) 

Nicholas Maldon (said to Kate.) “ How 
well the youngster know’th the Scriptures. 
These texts touch me cruel when | think 
o’n my past life.” (sighs.) 

Kate. And how often us took the Lord’s 
name in vain, although we heard the min- 
ister say every Sunday, * T'kou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.’ 

Charlion. Come, Mrs. ‘Teresa, let me 
hear your opinion of the New Testament, 
for {suppose you have read some part of it.” 

Teresa. Indeed, Sir, and I must confess 
that I have all my life disregarded the Bi- 
ble, in consequence of being absolutely pro- 
hibited from looking into it. But I have 
observed with astonisiment the great 
change in Jolin Lumiey’s conduct, which 
peofle say was produced by reading the 
Scriptures ; but what struck me more than 
all was what John said to me himself the 
other day, that the Bible had hone him more 
good than an y thing ; and when you come 
this morning and gave me the Testament, 
I determined to read it; for thought [, if it 
is a crime, I can easily get absolution. 

John. Absolution, Teresa, what’s that ? 

Teresa. Why, my sins pardoned by our 
priest, if 1 confess them. 

John. Sin pardoned by a man! Joe, my 
dear, is that in the Bible ? 

Joe. No father, the word of God says, 
‘It we confess our sins, that is, fo God, God 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from alj unrighteousness.’ 

Stephen Wilton. That’s very right Joe, 
It is ‘the blood of Jesus,’ applied to the 
conscience, that cleanseth us from all sin. 

John. There, my dear Maister, see what 
the Bible has done for my poor boy. 

Teresa. Well, and as I was saying, I de- 
termined to read a little, and it was so plain, 
and so entertaining that it seemed to me, I 
never received so mucli benefit before. 

John. Pray, Teresa, don’t em say all the 
service in your religion i in an outlandish 
tangue ? 

Teresa. Yes, John, ’tis very true. 

-Vicholas. And I think I’ve a heard that 
in the sacrament they give the people wa- 
fer-bread, and no wine ? 

Teresa. That’s also true. 

Joc. Why, I read ia the Bible the other 
day, that our Lord Jesus said, when he took 
the bread, this is my body, take and eat, 
and after the same ananner he took the cup 
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and said, ‘drink ye all of it O! itis in 
Matt. xxvi. 26, 27. 

Charlton. Very well—Now the bread 
was an emblem or representation of Christ’s 
body; not the very body itself, because 
Christ was not yet crucified, and the disci- 
ples could not eat his body before he was 
dead; besides Christ would then eat his 
own body, which is absurd. 

John. Why, itis all absurd, I think. 
When Christ says | am the true vine, and 
my Father is the husbandman. Can a body 
be so whimmy as to think Jesus Christ is a 
vine, and that God is really a husbandman. 


No,no. I hope we have sense enough to 
know better than this. But as he likens 


the kingdom of heaven to a grain of mus- 
tard seed, so he likens his body to bread ; 
for bread is the life of the body, and Christ 
is the life of the soul. Now, Maister Charl- 
ton, is this right or not ? 

Charlton. Yes, John, quite so. While 
you read the Bible thus, there is no danger 
of your ‘wresting the Scriptures’ to your 
destruction. 

John. No, no. 
have wrought my salvation. 
thou say friend Nicholas ? 

Nicholas. Indeed, John, as I said to Kate 
vesterday, there is something in that Holy 
Book for us all. I hope it will make me a 
better man. 

Kate. And mea better woman. 

Charlton. ButI want to know, Teresa, 
why you were prohibited from reading the 
Bible ? 

Teresa. That Iam sure I cannot answer, 
for to my mind it is so plain, that a body 
can’t mistake its meaning, and as | remem- 
ber hearing a person say, <The wayfaring 
man, though a fool, cannot err therein,’ { 
confess I begin to be ashamed that I was so 
prejudiced agaist the Bible, without any 
reason ; however, | be determined to read 
it through attentively. 

John. That’s right, Teresa, for it’s God’s 
own book, and seriiniy it can’t do you no 
harm to read God’s book. 

Sally. No, no, we are commanded te 

‘search the Scripiures? and we are to be 
judged by the Scriptures. O shame on 
those who would keep them from us. 

John. (aside to Furmer Wilton.) “ Now, 
Maister, do ask Mr. Chariton to read a 
chapter and pray with us; here’s a pretty 
little company. 

Farmer W. Idare say he wool, John, 
but shall we be right in doing it without a 
license from the bishop. 

John. Yes, yes, maister, King George is 
too kind to his pe ople to hinder them from 
reading and praying. 


Blessed be God, they 
What dost 
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John delivered the Bible to Charlton, 
who read the ninth chapter of St. Jobn, 
and proceeded to explain the natural state 
of man as blind to his sinfulness, his dan- 
ger, and the way of salvation. He then 
shewed the powey of Christ in enlightening 
the human mind, and exhorted them to 
seek the blessings of salvation, that they 
might say with the man who had received 
his sight, “one thing I know, that whereas 
i was blind new I see.” He closed by pray- 
jag most affectionately and earnestly, that 
God would continue to bless the reading of 
the scriptures to their presert and eternal 
good. 
~ The little party separated highly gratifi- 
ed with what they had seen and) beard. 
The health of Stephen was soon establish- 
ed, and while he remained at Folliton, he 
and Charlton employed their time in pro- 
moting the grand object of instructing the 

r, and distributing Bibles and Testa- 
ments. The happy efiects of this were soon 
visible. ‘Those who never went to church, 
were now seen repairing thither, the public 
house was less frequented, and bratal games 
were almost relinquished. 

By the activity of Mr. Luxman (a new 
minister,) Farmer Wilton and Stephen, a 
Bible Association was formed, a Sunday 
School established, and Joe Lumley ap- 
peinted monitor, in which office he acquit- 
ted himself to the satisfaction of all parties. 
The school proved a great blessing, and 
although much opposed at the first, by 
some who were fearful that the poor would 
become too wise, it eventually prospered, 
and Folliten became as renowned for its re- 
gard to the Sabbath as it had formerly been 
ior the violation of that holy day. 

Joe Lumley continued to increase in 
xnowledge and piety. 

Chariton and Wilton continued bosom 
friends ; the former became a pious able 
minister io the established church. Teresa 
Ryan renounced the errors of the Romish 
church, and lived and died a humble zeal- 
eus christian. Religien had taught her to 
be industrious, industry placed her above 
want, and a clean heart inspired her with 
the love of cleanliness in her person, and 
in her house, 

_Nicholas Maldon and his wife lived hap- 
pily, and died rejoicing in the blessings of 
salvation. The former exclaimed, when 
about to leave the world, “ Blessed be God 
that I ever read the Bible.” 

John and Sally Lumley lived to a good 
old age. When they were past labour, their 
son, now Mr. Joseph Lumley, supported 
them conmiforta‘ly in their old cottage: and 
4obp had the happiness of teaching his 
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grand-children not only their tetters, but 
what were “the first principles of the ora- 
cles of God.” 

The several events recorded in this little 
history, shew the great good that may be 
accomplished by such a character as Ste- 
phen Wilton. Are there no young persons 
disposed to imitate him ? 

And what a blessing is the Bible, which 
leads us to the knowledge of truths 

« Of import high, and lile divine to man.” 


Sunday Schools and Bible Societies are 
intimately connected with the preaching of 
the Word of God. They are all important 
when the Spirit of God renders them use- 
ful. When wecometo die, we shall not 
repent that we have done too much; we 
shall lament that we have done so little. 

R. €- 





MISSIONARY CHURCH. 


At page 14 of the present volume, we 
published a brief statement from the Rev. 
Joseph Badger, respecting the Missionary 
Church which had been formed io the 
State of Ohio. After considerable prepa- 
rations had been made, this contemplated 
mission was, very prudently, we think, pla- 
ced under the patronage of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society. The money 
and goods which had been contributed for 
the mission, by the christian public, were 
conveyed to Beaver, on the waters of tie 
Ohio, and safely deposited for the use of 
the U. F. M. 8S. and a particular statement 
of the articles made out and forwarded to 
the Board. In the statement wiich was 
forwarded to us for publication, Mr. Badg- 
er inadvertantly overlooked several bills of 
articles which had been collected and for- 
warded by Mr. Van Tassel. When this 
omission was discovered, Mr. Badger im 
mediately forwarded to us a communica- 
tion containing a list of those contribu- 
tions which had been omitted, but from 
some unknown cause the letter has been 
mislaid, or lost and has never been pub- 
lished. 

We have just received a letter from Mr. 
Van Tassel in which he manfests conside- 
rable anxiety, lest the cause of Missions 
should suffer by this mistake and delay. 
With this explanation of the case, we pre- 
sume there will be no apprehension in the 
mind of any one that there has been any 
intentional neglect or unfaithful steward- 
ship in this business. Butif those who are 
more immediately concerned, think other- 
wise, we are ready to publish any statement 
or explanation they shall deem neces- 
ary. 
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Receipts of the principal Religious Chart- 
ities in London for the year ending in 
May, 1821. 

British and Foreign Bible Society £89,154 

Society for promoting Christian 


Knowledge 55,100 
Church Missionary Society 31,200 
London Missionary Society 26,174 
Methodist Missionary Society 22,500 
Baptist Missionary Society 13,200 


Society for Propagating the Gos- 
pel 13,000 
Society for the conversion of the 





Jews 10,789 
National Society for Education 8000 
Religious Tract Society 7561 
Hibernian Society 7049 
Moravian Missions 5000 
Naval and Military Bible Society 2348 
British and Foreign School Society 2035 
Prayer Book and Homily Society 1993 

Total £295,103 


About $1,511,569. 





NEW CHURCHES. 
it is said that 85 new churches are built, 
or about to be built in England, which are 
to contain sittings for about 150,000 per- 
sons, at the expense of one million ster- 
jing. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


I look upon Prayer Meetings as the most 
profitable exercises (excepting the public 
preaching) in which Christians can engage.— 
They have a direct tendency to kill a worldly 
trifling spirit, and to draw down a Divine bless- 
ing upon all onr concerns, compose differen- 
ces, and enkindle (at least maintain) the 
flames of Divine love amongst brethren. 

Joun Newron. 


PRAYER. 


When Christ went up into a mountain apart 
to pray, he dismissed the multitude, to teach 
us, that when we address ourselves to God, we 
must first dismiss the multitude ; we must send 
away the multitude of worldly cares, worldly 
thoughts, worldly concerns and business, when 
we would wait upon God in duty. 

Burkitt. 


Receipts of Char. Soc’s, London—Poetry, &c. 





| Supr. 


POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


On the success of the Missionaries to th: 
Sandwich Islands. 


To those far isles where frown’d the clouds 
Of Pagan uilt and fear ; 

See! with the banner of the cross 
A holy band draw near. 

As a new star to Bethlehem’s bourn, 
Marshail’d the sage’s way, 

The Sun of righteousness prepares 
A bright, mysterious ray ; 

For lo! as prostrate Dagon sham'd 
The proud Philistine’s sin, 

The idols at the threshold fall 
That truth may enter in. 

Hark! the glad sound: Sulvation’s song 
Speeds from that distant coast, 

And Christ’s redeeming love becomes 
The wandering nation’s boast. 

Even infant voices catch the strain, 
And chant barmoniously ;* 

‘“ The God of Heaven beholds us all, 
But Him we cannot see.” 

These blest disciples of the cross 
Hardship and toil despise,— 

Not from the world is their reward 
Nor scann'd by worldlings eyes. 

What, though their dust on foreign shores, 
Must fall to death a prey, 

The resurreetion’s glorious morn 
Shall wake their slumbering clay. 

And who with greater joy shall rise 
To their supreme reward, 

Than they who bore to heathen lands 
The message of their Lord ? 





* The first lesson repeated by the children of 
the Missionary School, in the Sandwich Isi- 
ands, was from the Sunday School cards. “1 
cannot see God: but God can see me.” 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The “ Lover of Gospel Truth” is received. 
We Lope the cause of truth will not suffer by 
our declining to publish any thing more that 
may tend to revive the controversy, which has 
lain so long dormant between the writer and 
the “ Lover of Revivals” We feel bound to 
give each an opportunity to defend his own 
premises, but as we have many new subscri- 
bers, who have never seen the arguments ou 
this subject, contained in our last volume, we 
think it will be less of an exparty business to 
let it die where it is. 
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